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Student/Parent Handbook 

 
Highland School of Technology (HST) is a GREAT school! Our success is no accident; it is a direct result of a commitment to excellence from our entire school 
community. Your contribution to our success is key as we prepare for another amazing year! The information in this handbook is designed to acquaint you with 
our school, and is your guide to a successful year at HST.  Show YOUR “Ram Pride” as we make 2023-2024 the greatest of your school years!  

 

Our Mission 
 

The mission of Highland School of Technology is to prepare all students to be successful in post-secondary education, the community and the workplace by 
providing each student with a rigorous and relevant academic, character and technological education. 
 

RAM Pride 
 

HST is where you will spend much of your day.  Each student is a valuable member of our team, and carries responsibility to contribute to our team’s success.  
Just as you should take pride in your academic, athletic, musical, artistic, and other successes, you should take pride in your school as well!  Let’s take care of 
our home away from home!  We expect that trash makes it to trash containers, that walls remain free of damage or graffiti, that restrooms are clean and well 
supplied, and that our school grounds are kept neat and litter-free.  You, as an individual, can make a difference by doing your part in respecting our school 



  
KEYS TO HIGH SCHOOL SUCCESS 

We have found the following to be a few Keys to Success: 
1) Commit Yourself to Excellence.  Everything we do is designed to ensure that all students reach their full potential. Highland students are like-minded 

in their passion for excellence in all things. 
2) Set Short-term and Long-term Goals- set realistic long-term goals and work backwards from those to set smaller short-term goals to act as stepping 

stones. Then, make a plan to achieve these goals. Break your work down into manageable chunks and find a way to hold yourself accountable. 
3) Partner with Your Teachers- Teachers and students working together is a powerful part of success. Communicate with your teachers at all times. 

They are here to help you achieve and want to know how they can help you accomplish your goals. 
4) Master Time Management- In order to optimize your performance across multiple aspects of your life, you’ll need to develop strong time 
management skills. This means making and sticking to study schedules, developing systems of organization that work well for you, and learning the 

art of multitasking. 
5) Find Your Passions- High school isn’t just a time to prove your intellect and capability of tackling college level work. You should also think of it as a 

unique opportunity to figure out what makes you tick. Students who can identify their passions and pursue them are more engaged and motivated to 
succeed. 

6) Build and Use a Support Network- You might think that juggling all this by yourself is the marker of true strength and independence, but successful 
students are those who know how to use the resources available. Build strong relationships with teachers and peers, 

***Taken in part from College Vine: https://blog.collegevine.com/successful-high-school-students-do-these-10-things***    

 
ACADEMICS 

Academics are the core of our school. It is our business. As such, we are serious about our work. Students and Teachers 
join together in like-minded pursuit of a great education for all. The following provides information regarding many 

aspects of student learning.     
CURRICULUM OFFERINGS 



Valedictorian and Salutatorian-  Valedictorian and Salutatorian will be chosen from the senior class on the basis of cumulative weighted class rank. 
Valedictorian will be the senior having the highest class rank, and salutatorian will be the senior with the second highest class rank. You must be enrolled the 
entire senior year to qualify for these honors. 

 
 



EXPECTATIONS FOR CONTINUED ENROLLMENT  
The approved criteria for continued enrollment at Highland are: 

● Maintain a 2.0 GPA. 
● Maintain 94% attendance (medical exceptions, see high school policy). 
● Maintain satisfactory progress in academic areas. 
● Maintain good standing with behavior. 
● Receive semi-annual review from staff to determine eligibility for the following semester. 

 
ATHLETICS 

Grades: Students must maintain passing grades in all classes in order to continue in “good standing” with the team. Interim reports and report cards will be 



 
POSTERS/BANNERS 

No posters or decorations will be displayed on the walls or in the windows of the hallways without prior permission from an administrator. 
 



GENERAL STUDENT EXPECTATIONS 
HST is a great school with high expectations for all aspects of our school. Students are expected to align their behavior to these expectations. While the Gaston 
County Code of Conduct outlines many behavioral expectations and consequences, the following are specific to expectations at Highland. In addition to the 
expectations and consequences outlined in those documents, students in violation of school rules may forfeit their opportunity to attend Highland School of 
Technology.  
 

LUNCH EXPECTATIONS 
Appropriate behavior in the cafeteria is expected at all times.  All food and drink must be consumed in the cafeteria.  Please push your chairs under the 
table, dispose of all trash in the proper containers and clean around your area. Students are not to leave campus during the lunch period.  Students should 
go to their lockers between 2nd and 3rd periods to exchange books and get lunch items. They will not be allowed to go to their lockers during the lunch period as 
it is disruptive to the surrounding classes. HST maintains a closed lunch policy. No outside food is allowed. 
 

FIRE AND TORNADO DRILL REGULATIONS 
State law requires regular drills regarding fire and tornado safety.  HST expects full student cooperation in all related drills.  Use of the intercom and bell 
systems are the primary means of signaling the need for the drills. In addition to this, all HST staff are trained in our safety systems. Above all, follow the 
instructions of the staff member in charge. 

LOCKER PROCEDURES 
All students will be assigned individual lockers at the beginning of the school year. There will be a $5.00 leasing fee associated with locker assignments. You 
are responsible for the locker assigned to you.  Use the locker for the storage of books and equipment.  Students will not use any other lock other than the one 
assigned to them. It is your responsibility to see that your lock is kept secure at all times. REFRAIN FROM SHARING LOCKERS OR GIVING YOUR 
LOCKER COMBINATION TO OTHERS. The school is not responsible for loss or theft of items from lockers. The school reserves the right to search 
lockers on suspicion of a threat to the health and safety of students, drug or weapon possession, or other violation of criminal law or Gaston County School 
policy. 
 

SCHOOL BOOK BAG PROCEDURES 
Students are permitted to bring book bags to school, but they must be stored in the students’ lockers during the school day.  Book bags must be of a clear 
material to comply with school security procedures. Book bags are subject to random inspection by school officials.  Please note that string bags may be used 
to carry gym clothing but no other items.  String bags are allowed only if the student is enrolled in a physical education course for the semester, and can only be 
carried to and from the gym class. Otherwise, string bags must be stored in the students’ lockers. Highland does not allow bags for school events, including 
athletics. 
 

BRINGING VALUABLES TO SCHOOL 
Students are asked to bring only necessary money and valuables to school.  Valuables (jewelry, electronic, and sports equipment, etc.) must be secured in 
lockers or designated areas at all times.  The school is not responsible for students’ personal items. 
 

CELL PHONES AND OTHER ELECTRONICS 
Consistent with Gaston County School’s policy, HST allows students to possess cell phones and other electronics (including MP3 players, air pods, 
headphones, radios, tape and CD players, beepers, electronic games, etc.) on campus.  However, these items are to remain out of sight during the school 
day.  If a cell phone or other electronic device disrupts the learning process or you are using the phone anytime during the regular school day, the cell phone 
will be taken, placed in the main office, and returned to a parent.  Repeat violations of this policy will result in disciplinary action, including suspension from 
school.  
 

DRESS CODE 
Students must wear appro-2.6 (ho)6.6 (olEt)-2 (i)4.7 (ons)2.3elctoa(t)-2 (he)4 o-2f (hn from)2 (’s)2 ( a)-2 



 
HIGHLAND ALMA MATER 

 
 

There shines upon this nation 
A school mighty fair 

Its loyal sons and daughters 
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